
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/786,527 



03/05/2001 



12/19/2006 



26371 7590 

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 

777 EAST WISCONSIN AVENUE 

MILWAUKEE, WI 53202-5306 



Norbert Lobig 



P0 10088 



1420 



EXAMINER 



TANG, KAREN C 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2151 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 12/19/2006 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Off icq Action Summary 

^9W 9 9 9 m m ^m* m 9 ^0 9 9 m& IIHII *m 9 W 


Application No. 

09/786,527 


Applicant(s) 

LOBIG, NORBERT 


Examiner 

Karen C. Tang 


Art Unit 

2151 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 
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This action is responsive to the amendment and remarks file on 10/13/06. 
Claims 23-29, 31-37, 39-40 are amended are for further examination. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 23-29, 31-37, 39-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Emery et al (US 5,758,281) hereinafter Emery. 

1) Referring to claim 23 and 32, Emery discloses: 

A first telecommunication network: Examiner interprets the first telecommunication network 
(22, Fig 2); A local exchange (VLR at 22, Fig 2); A second telecommunication network (26, Fig 
2, Col 15, Lines 20-35); A second local exchange (VLR at 26, Fig 2); 
A subscriber (cell user, refer to Col 4, Lines 60-67); 

Said first telecommunication network being connected to said second telecommunication 
network via a connection point (3 1, STP, Fig 2), wherein the two telecommunication networks 
are interconnected (Fig 2, Col 13, Lines 1-15). 

Said subscriber station involved in a change between telecommunications network (refer to Col 
4, Lines 45-67), Said subscriber station initially connected to said first telecommunications 
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network (inherently that the subscriber is initially connected to first network to enable a switch to 
another network). 

Said primary routing information (current location, refer to Col 5, Lines 1-22) pertaining to said 
subscriber station (while in the first network, the user is inherently registered with its routing 
information with the network) 

Said primary routing information being contained in the first and second telecommunication 
network (refer to Col 5, Lines 23-45). 

Said primary routing information for defining a connection set up from the respective 
telecommunications network to the first local exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 1-22). 
Storing the secondary routing information in the first local exchange (current location, refer to 
Col 5, Lines 1-22). 

Secondary routing information for defining a further connection setup, for the subscriber station 
to the secondary telecommunications network via the connection point provided that the 
subscriber station is not present (refer to Col 5, Lines 22-45). 

Changing the primary routing information the second telecommunications network such that 
connections from the second communication network to the subscriber station are being set up to 
the second local exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 23-67). 

Disconnecting the subscriber station from the first local exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 45-67). 
Connecting the subscriber station to the second local exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 23-45). 
the subscriber station is accessible virtually all the time (while on wireless, it is inherent that the 
subscriber station is accessible virtually all the time). 
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2) Referring to claim 24, Emery discloses changing the primary routing information in the 
second telecommunications network such that connections from the second communications 
network to the subscriber station are being set up to the second local exchange (refer to Col 5, 
Lines 20-45 and Fig 4). 

3) Referring to claim 26, Emery discloses activating the secondary routing information in the 
first local exchange upon a fault occurring on an access line of the subscriber station while 
disconnecting the subscriber station, said secondary routing information relating to the subscriber 
station (refer to Col 5, Lines 20-67). 

4) Referring to claim 27and 35, Emery discloses changing the primary routing information in the 
first communications network after disconnecting the subscriber station from the first local 
station, so that communication requests originating from the first telecommunications network to 
the subscriber station are passed from the first telecommunications network to the second 
telecommunications network via the connection point (Col 5, Lines 20-67 and Fig 2 and Col 6, 
Lines 8-17). 

5) Referring to claim 28, Emery discloses deleting the secondary routing information in the first 
local exchange - said secondary routing information relating to the subscriber station (refer to 
Col 5, Lines 45-67). 
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6) Referring to claim 29, Emery discloses the network deleting details from the first local 
exchange, said details relating to a relevant subscriber station being previously connected to the 
first telecommunications network (refer to Col 5). 

7) Referring to claim 31 and 39, Emery discloses a carrier signal for a duration of the subscriber 
switching, said the signal being monitored by the first local exchange in order to identify a line 
fault on a(n) digital lines (refer to Col 5, Lines 40-67). 

8) Referring to claims 25 and 33, Emery discloses details that provide information to the 
subscriber station in a course of a connection request with storage of the secondary routing 
information in the secondary local exchange if the subscriber station is still being connected to 
the first local exchange, then, carrying out the further connection setup via the second local 
exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 20-67). 

Emery further disclose if the subscriber station is no longer connected to the second local 
exchange, then, carrying out the further connection setup via an associated secondary routing 
information (refer to Col 5, Lines 20-67). 

9) Referring to claim 34, Emery discloses deactivating the secondary routing information 
relating to the subscriber station in the second local exchange, upon a fault end signal occurring 
on an access line of the subscriber station while disconnecting the subscriber station (refer to Col 
5, Lines 45-67). 
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10) Referring to claim 36, Emery discloses the network deleting details from the second local 
exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 40-67). 

1 1) Referring to claim 37, Emery discloses by change a part of the details, it indicate a 
connection of the subscriber station to the second local exchange (refer to Col 5, Lines 40-67). 

12) Referring to claim 40, Emery discloses storing and making available the primary and 
secondary routing information by utilizing at least one of a local operation at an exchange level 
and a central operation in a network (Col 5, Lines 20-67). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 10/16/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argued that Emery presents the static binding of subscriber to his home 
network (HLR) remains unchanged (i.e., the HLR of the subscriber remains the same) when the 
subscriber changes his location. In contrast, in the present application the static binding of the 
subscriber to his home network (i.e., the local exchange of the subscriber) does not remain the 
same when the subscriber changes the (home) network. Therefore, Emery does not anticipate 
that which is disclosed and claimed in the present application. 

Examiner respectfully traversed the argument - "No new argument has been raised", and 
all the argument was addressed on the previous office action. Further, in applicant's argument, 
since there is no new argument been raised nor the claims been amended, therefore, applicant's 
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arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1(b) because they amount to a general allegation that 
the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of 
the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references. 

On applicant's remark/response, page 8, where it is indicated "the independent claims 23 
and 32, as amended", there is no amendment made on the claim language on 10/13/06. 

Furthermore, applicant indicate there is a mischaracterization of Emery, and indicate the 
network element realizes the static binding of a subscriber to a network. After further read into 
applicant's specification and claim language. There is nowhere the words "static binding" is 
associated with applicant's local exchange. Emery has satisfied and provided every single 
limitation in the claim language, and therefore, the argument is traversed. 

Conclusion 

Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen C. Tang whose telephone number is (571)272-3 116.. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571)272-3939. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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